
Updated 9/2014 

 

Selected Original Proprietors Resources  

Available at the Kiplinger Research Library 
Research queries & appointment requests:  library@dchistory.org, 202-249-3954, www.dchistory.org 

 
Manuscripts 

 District of Columbia Land Records, 1791-1799.   MS 0788 
 Louis D. Scisco research collection, containing typescript and manuscript articles as well as biographic 

sketches of many of the original land proprietors.  MS 0259   
 List of public and private sales of lots in the city of Washington, 1791-1792. MS 0361 
 Chain of titles, 1883, for property originally owned by U. Forrest & B. Stoddert.  MS 0138. 
 Documents concerning certain lots of David Burnes.  MS 0012 and MS 0026 
 Deed disposing of a lot from the estate of James Lingan.   MS 0725.1975 
 Rebecca Forrest (the widow of Uriah Forrest) Papers, 1838-1843.   MS 0711 
 Benjamin Stoddert Letter, 1798 July 22. MS 0242 
 Chain of title, 1790 to 1937 for a lot in square 503 originally owned by Notley Young.   MS 0034 
 Notley Young Papers, 1808-1857. MS 317 
 Letter, 1848 concerning unpaid notes of Notley Young, deceased.   MS 0156 
 Lease agreement, Daniel Carroll to Jesse Brown, in Jesse Brown Papers.   MS 0056 

 
Ephemera 

 City Canal lottery tickets of Notley Young, signed by him.   E1021 and KC0857.BS.NA.S.F 
 Account of Receipts And Expenditures By the Commissioners. KC4278B.PD.HR.E.U.                     

 
Photographs 

 Photograph of a painting of Notley Young.  JL 0149 
 
Articles and Pamphlets 

 Bedini, Silvio A. “The Survey of the Federal Territory: Andrew Ellicott and Benjamin Banneker,” Washington 
History 3:1 (1991), 76-95. 

 Bowling Kenneth R. “The Other G. W.: George Walker and the Creation of the National Capital” Washington 
History 3:2 (1991/1992), 4-21. 

 Clark, Allen C. “Origin of the Federal City,” Records of the Columbia Historical Society (CHS) 35/36, (1935), 1-
97. 

 Clark, Allen C. “Daniel Carroll of Duddington,” Records of the CHS 39 (1938), 1-48. 
 Clark, Allen C. “J.P. Van Ness, his wife Marcia, and her father David Burnes” Records of the CHS 22 (1939), 

125-204.  
 Clark, Allen C. “Development of the Eastern Section and the Policy of the Landowners,” Records of the CHS 7 

(1904), 118-134. 
 Dorsey, Ella L. “James M. Lingan, an Original Proprietor,” Records of the CHS 13 (1910), 1-48. 
 Downing, Margaret “The Earliest Proprietors of Capitol Hill,” Records of the CHS 21 (1918), 1-23 
 Henning, George C. “The Mansion and Family of N. Young,’ Records of the CHS 16 (1913), 1-24. 
 Henry, Kate K. “Richard Forrest and his Times,” Records of the CHS 5 (1902), 87-95. 
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 Huntington, Frances C. “The Heiress of Washington: Marcia Burnes Van Ness,” Records of the CHS 69/70 
(1969-70), 80-101. 

 McNeil, Priscilla W. “Rock Creek Hundred: Land Conveyed for the Federal City,” Washington History 3:1 
(1991), 34-51. 

 McNeill, P. W. “Pretty Prospects: History of a Land Grant,” W. History 14:2 (2002), 6-25. 
 Morganston, Ethel  M. B.”Davy Burnes,” Records of the CHS, 50 (1948/50), 103-135. 
 Morris, Maud B. “The Lenthall Houses and their Owners,” Records of the CHS 31/31 (1930), 1-35.  
 Overbeck, Ruth A. and Janke, Lucinda: “William Prout,” W. History 12:1 (2000), 122-39. 
 Scisco, Louis Dow. “A Site for the Federal City: The Original Proprietors and Their Negotiations with 

Washington,” Records of the CHS  57/59, (1957/1959), 123-147.  
 Washington, George. “The Writings of George Washington Relating to the National Capital,” Records of the 

CHS, 17, The Washington Letters (1914), 2-232  
 U.S. Army Chief of Engineers, letter containing a list of the squares and lots assigned to the original 

proprietors of land (1901). P 3620 
 
Maps 

 Map showing the holdings of the original proprietors of Washington. M 0152 
 Map of Washington City, showing the lines of the various properties at the division with the original 

proprietors in 1792.  Includes index of land tracts with owners’ names. M 0018, M0019    
 Map with 1792 original proprietors’ property lines. KC1043.MP.ED.E.F 
 Map showing original proprietors in D.C. in 1792. KC1076.MP.ED.L.F, 
 Plan of the City of Washington, created by Ellicott, Andrew between 1754 and 1820. M 0081 

 
Books: 

 Arnebeck, Bob. Through a Fiery Trial: Building Washington 1790-1800. Lanham, Md.: Madison Books, c.1991. 
F197 .A76 1990 

 Bordewich, Fergus. “Washington: The Making of the American Capital.” New York: Amistad, c.2008.   
F197 .B67 2008 

 Bowling,  Kenneth R. The creation of Washington, D.C.  Fairfax, Va.: George Mason University Press, c 1991. 
F197 .B69 1991     

 Gahn, Bessie. Original patentees of Land at Washington prior to 1700.  Silver Spring: Westland, 1936.  
F197 .G25 

 Geiger, M. Virginia.  Daniel Carroll II, one man and his descendants. Baltimore: Geiger, 1979.  
CS71 .C317 1979 

 Geiger, Mary Virginia. Daniel Carroll, a Framer of the Constitution. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of 
America, 1943. E302.6 .C32 G3 

 Hood, James Franklin. The Cottage of David Burnes and its dining-room mantel. Washington, D.C.: Columbia 
Historical Society, 1919. F197 .B85 

 Mann-Kenney, Louise. Rosedale : the Country Estate of Gen. Uriah Forrest. Washington, D.C.: L. Mann-Kenney, 
1989. F204 .R67 M36 1989 

 Page, Thomas Nelson.  Washington and its Romance.  New York: Doubleday, Page & Company,  1923.  
F197 .P13 1923    

 Pippenger, Wesley E. District of Columbia Original Land Owners, 1791-1800. Westminster, Md.: Willow Bend 
Books, F193 .P567 1999    

 Thatcher, Erastus. Founding of Washington: the Acquirement of its Territory in 179. Washington, D.C: Law 
Reporter Co., 1891. F197 .T36 


